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Question Tags

A question tag is a small question at the end of a statement.
Question tags are used when asking for agreement or confirmation.

a positive statement + a negative question tag

B o
You (are astudent, laren't| you? L

auxilary or aform
of the verb ToBe.

a negative statement + a positive question tag

Mary isn't ateacher, i she  Autoomn
o
Intonation and Meaning
The intonation of a question tag shows the exact meaning of it.
If the intonation of the question tag goes up, it means you are not
sure and you want to know the answer.
John doesn't speak Spanish, does he?

If the intonation of the question tag goes down, it means you are
checking / confirming information or making conversation.

John 'doesn't speak Spanish, (does he?
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Positive Question Tags

Question tags are used when asking for agreement or confirmation.
a negative statement + a positive question tag

Negative Statement Positive Tag
You [aren’t ateacher, lare|you?
He lisnt crazy, lis he?
|was relaxed, \was| he?
late, ‘werethey?
You [don'tispeak French, [do!you?

You [didnt'study forthetest, Idid you?

You haven’t been hereallweek, have you?
You hadn't done itbefore then, had you?

You won'tfal  theexam, willyou?
You [can'tdrive acar, can you?
You icouldn'tdo itforme, could!you?
We imustnt say anything,  mustwe?
You ishouldn't be sobusy, should you?
You wouldn't! stop me, would you?

Statements using barely, hardly, neither, no, nobody, none,
nothing and seldom are treated as negative statements.

Nobody |went!  tothemeeting, [didthey?
Nothing [is ready, fis]it?
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- Negative Question Tags __"®

Question tags are used when asking for agreement or confirmation.
a positive statement + a negative question tag

Positive Statement Negative Tag

You astudent,
| very busy,
happy,

surprised,

English,
Spanish,
for the test,

Negative
aUxiliariesand
Verbein tags

are usually

Contracted
form (=n't)

all week,

You 'had arrived before he left,
You will pass  the exam,
You canspeak  two languages,
You could do itfor me,

We  must be patient,

You should go  now,

You ‘would like anew job,

Exceptions
I am) late,
Let's go home,





