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Theconceptofdigitaldivide.

Theterm digitalisusedtodescribethegapbetweenthepeoplewhohave

regularandbeneficialaccessandcontrolofmoderninformation

technologyandthosewhodonothavesuchaccess.Itistheunequal

accessbysomemembersofsocietytoinformationandcommunication

technology.

Howtobridgethedigitaldivide

Bridgingthedigitaldividesimplymeansremovingthegapbetweenthe

peoplewhohaveaccesstoandcontrolofdigitaltechnologyandthepeople

whodonot.Thefollowingareimportantmeasurestobetakeninorderto

bridgethedigitaldivide:

1.Thegovernmentshoulddevelopnationalinfrastructurethatwill

increaseinternetaccessamongthepopulation,suchaslowing

taxesanddutiesoninformationtechnology(IT)goods.

2.Governmentshouldencouragealternativeaccesstotheinternet

suchastheuseofwirelesstechnologiesanddevicetoconnectto

theinternet.

3.Localcontentshouldbeencouragedininternetlanguagesuchas

Yoruba,IgboorHausa(inNigeria).

4.Theprivatesectorshouldinvestininformationtechnology(it)

businesssuchasinternetcaféandinternetserviceprovider(ISP).

5.Thereshouldbecorporatesocialresponsibilityeffortthatwillensure

broaderaccesstoinformationandcommunicationtechnology(ICT)

goodsandservices.



Oldandneweconomies

Oldeconomy

Thisisaterm usedtodescribethebusinessoreconomicsystem ofthepre

-informationtechnologyperiod

Featuresofoldeconomy

1.Itwastimeconsuming:theoldeconomicsystem wastime

wastinginIt’soperation.

2.Itwaslabourbased:theoldeconomydependedonphysical

labour.Moneyandpaperswerephysicallymovedaround.

3.Itwasmechanical:theoldeconomicsystem usedphysical

forceinoperation.

4.Itwasconstrainedbyspace:theoldeconomyrequired

physicalspacesuchasmarketplaceormeetingvenuesto

carryoutbusiness.

5.Itwasconstrainedbytime:theoldeconomydependedona

particulartimeofthedaytotransectbusiness.

6.Itwasconstrainedbydistance:wasabigproblem intheold

economy.Longdistancebusinesswasverydifficulttocarry

outintheoldeconomicsystem.

Neweconomy

Theneweconomyisanevolutionofdevelopedcountriesfrom industrial-

basedwealthproducingeconomyintoaservicesector,asset-based

economybroughtaboutbyglobalization,digitaltechnologyandcurrency

manipulationbygovernments.

Featuresoftheneweconomy

1.Itisdigital:itdoesnotdependmuchonpapersbutratheron



electronicandcomputer-basedtransactions.

2.Nolimitationsduetotime,spaceanddistance:intheneweconomy,

peoplecancarryoutbusinessatanytime,inanyplace,eveninthe

comfortoftheirroomsontheirlaptops

3.Itistechnologydriven:theneweconomyisnotlabour-based;rather

itisbasedonnewtechnologies.

4.Itisknowledgebased:unliketheoldeconomy,theneweconomy

dependsmainlyontechnicalknow-howandskills

5.Itinvolvescontinuousresearch:theneweconomycontinueto

improveinitsoperationduetocontinuousresearch.

Limitationoftheoldeconomy

1.Space:theoldeconomydependedonphysicalspacesuchas

marketplacesandofficesbeforebusinesstransactioncouldtake

place.

2.Distance:theoldeconomydependedofphysicalcontract;asa

result,businesstransactionwouldnottakeplaceiftherewasa

distancebarrier.

3.Time:intheoldeconomy,timedeterminedwhentransactionwill

takeplace.Nobodywouldcarryoutbusinesswhenthemarket

wasclosed,buttheneweconomyallowsbusinesstransactionsat

anytimeandanywhere.

4.Technology:therewasminimaluseoftechnologyintheold

economy.Asaresultitwaslabour-basedandveryhardtooperate.

BENEFITOFTHENEW ECONOMY

1.Itrequireslowcapitaltostartandoperatebusiness:Thenew

economyrequiresverylittlecapitaltostart.Anexampleis

startingaphonecallcentrewhichrequiresverylittlecapitalto



start.

2.Itcreatesemployment:theneweconomyprovides

employmentforpeoplewhohavetherequirededucationand

training,andevenforpeoplewithlesseducationandtraining

suchasphonecallcentreoperators.

3.Itcreatesnewjobs:theneweconomycreatesnewjobssuch

asthephonecallcenteroperator,computeranalyst,andthee-

bankingoperator.

4.Itwidensknowledge:theneweconomybroadensthe

knowledgeofitsoperatorsthrougheducation,trainingand

experience.

5.Globalization:Theneweconomyhasmadetheworldaglobal

village.Spaceanddistanceisnobarrier.

Theconceptofdatabase

Adatabaseisacollectionofrelat5eddataorganizedforstorageandeasy

accessbyauthorizedusers.

Anaddressbookorevenalistcontainingtelephonenumberscould

beregardedasanexampleofaverysimpledatabase.Ifadatabaseiswell

thoughtout,wellsetupandefficientlymaintained,itgivesthemanagersof

theorganizationtheinformationtheyneedtotakeinformeddecisionat

appropriatetimes.Databaserangefrom smallerpackagesfoundonmicros,

toenormouslarge-volumetransactionsystemsconnectedtomainframe

computersviahighspeedlinks

Typesofdatabase

Therearetwomaintypesofdatabasenamely:

1.Manualdatabase



2.Computerizeddatabase

DATABASETERMINOLOGIES

1.Field

Afield,alsocalledattributes,isanareareservedforeachpieceof

individualdata(eachdataitem)suchasstudentnumber,surname,

firstnameanddateofbirth.

2.Records

Record,alsoknownastuple,isagroupofrelatedfieldpertainingto

oneperson,placeorthing,i.e.arecordisacollectionofrelatedfield

3.File

Thisiscollectionofrelatedrecords

4.Information

Thisisprocesseddata

5.Objects

Anobjectisanoptionthatcanbeselectedandmanipulated.

6.Table

Atableisthebasicunitofadatabase.Itisacollectionofrateddata

aboutaspecificsubject.Atableismadeupofrowsandcolumns.

Eachrowholdsarecordandeachcolumnrepresentsafield.

7.Primarykey

Thisisaselectedfieldinatablethatuniquelyidentifiesarecord.

8.Aform



Thisisamethodusedinentering,viewing,andprintinginformation

otherthansimplythroughrowsandcolumns.Itcanalsobeusedas

switchboardthatopensotheropensotherformsandreportsinthe

database.

9.Report

Thisisageneratedinformationfrom atableorquery

10. Query

ThisisaMicrosoftaccessobjectthatenablesuserstoviewfrom one

ormoretablesinaspecifiedorder.Aquerystoresquestionsbeing

askedfrom oneormoretableinadatabase.Therearethreemain

typesofquerynamely:

a)Select

b)Action

c)Crosstab

11. Index

Thisisanalphabeticalreferencelistoftopics,names,locations,etc.

ofanyrecordinatable.Indexdatabaseprogram issimilartothe

indexofatextbookwhichisusedforeasylocationofword.Index

speedsupasearch


